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October Spotlight
Speech & Language

Speech Sound Development by Age

Concerns about your child's speech?
Contact: 
your area Early Intervention provider 
(for children birth to age 3)
 
        Kennedy Donovan Center
        486 Worcester Street
        Southbridge, MA 01550
 
your public school district's Student Services department 
(for children ages 3+)

Email: EarlyInterventionSouthCentral@kdc.org
Telephone: (508) 765-0292



Ways to Help Your Child
Develop Language

Take t ime to  l i s ten  to  your  ch i ld 's  a t tempts  to  ta lk .   L is ten  to
what  he  or  she  is  say ing ,  not  how he  or  she  is  say ing  i t .
 
Make  ta lk ing  en joyable  and reward ing .   Pra ise  any  at tempts
wi th  smi les ,  hugs ,  eye  contact ,  l i s ten ing ,  and so  on .
 
Get  at  your  ch i ld 's  leve l  -  both  phys ica l ly  and emot iona l ly  -
and get  in to  the  sp i r i t  o f  h is  or  her  p lay .  Have  fun  wi th  your
ch i ld  as  he  or  she  learns  through p lay !
 
Take  every  opportun i ty  to  labe l  th ings  for  your  ch i ld ,  such as
"Th is  i s  a  . . . "  Labe l  th ings  whi le  you are  feed ing ,  dress ing ,  or
bath ing  your  ch i ld  and whi le  wa lk ing  or  dr iv ing .   Do  not
demand or  requ i re  that  your  ch i ld  repeat  these  a f ter  you.
 
 Tr ips  to  the  s tore ,  doctor ,  zoo ,  park ,  or  school  can  be  great
t imes  for  language learn ing .
 
Ta lk  about  what  your  ch i ld  i s  see ing ,  do ing ,  hear ing ,  smel l ing ,
tast ing ,  and touch ing .   Language learn ing  happens  best  when
you ta lk  about  what  your  ch i ld  i s  exper ienc ing  at  the  moment .
 
Descr ibe  your  act ions  whi le  your  ch i ld  watches  you.
 
Expand your  ch i ld 's  words  or  phrases  in to  short  adu l t l i ke
sentences .   For  example ,  i f  your  ch i ld  says ,  "Car  go ."  you
could  say ,  "Yes ,  the  car  i s  go ing ."
 
Use  a  lo t  o f  repet i t ion  when you are  ta lk ing  or  p lay ing  wi th
your  ch i ld .   Ta lk  about  the  same ob jects  in  a  var ie ty  o f  ways .
Read to  your  ch i ld  every  day .
 
Use  mater ia ls  that  can  be  touched,  ta lked  about ,  and
explored .   For  example ,  le t  your  ch i ld  squeeze  marshmal lows
whi le  he lp ing  you bake ,  ho ld  ice  cubes  before  dropping  them
into  a  p i tcher  o f  water ,  or  crunch leaves  under foot  as  you
walk  together .
 
 
 



Ways to Help Your Child
Develop Language 

 
A l low your  ch i ld  to  do  th ings  by  h im or  herse l f  whenever
poss ib le .   Th is  w i l l  increase  your  ch i ld 's  se l f -conf idence  and
give  new exper iences  to  ta lk  about .
 
Teach your  ch i ld  to  lay  the  game of  imi tat ion .   Do  th is  by
f i rs t  imi tat ing  your  ch i ld 's  sounds  and act ions .   Then have
h im or  her  imi tate  you.
 
Let  your  ch i ld  lead  the  conversat ion  or  p lay .
 
Avo id  "correct ing"  your  ch i ld  and mak ing  h im or  her  fee l  he
or  she  has  fa i led  in  some way.   Avo id  mak ing  your  ch i ld
aware  that  there  i s  a  "prob lem".
 
Try  not  to  expect  too  much or  too  l i t t le  f rom your  ch i ld  in
the  way  o f  language sk i l l s .   I f  you  expect  too  much,  i t  may
be f rustrat ing  for  your  ch i ld  when he  or  she  can' t  meet
those  expectat ions .   I f  you  expect  too  l i t t le ,  you  may be
miss ing  opportun i t ies  to  encourage your  ch i ld  to
communicate  ( i .e . ,  hand ing  your  ch i ld  someth ing  before  he
or  she  requests  i t )
 
Avo id  pun ish ing  or  w i thhold ing  to  make your  ch i ld
communicate .   do  not  force  speech,  but  rather  encourage i ts
vo luntary  product ion .
 
Avo id  compar ing  your  ch i ld  to  other  ch i ldren  ( inc lud ing
s ib l ings) .   Everyone is  a  un ique  and important  ind iv idua l .
 
Avo id  ask ing ,  'What 's  th is?"   Instead say ,  " I  wonder  what
th is  i s"  or  s imply  labe l  the  ob ject  for  the  ch i ld .
 
Don' t  ask  your  ch i ld  to  repeat  you by  say ing ,  "Say . . . . "
Instead,  model  the  name of  the  ob ject  he  or  she  is
interested  in .
 
Avo id  ask ing  your  ch i ld  to  "per form".   Instead,  fo l low h is  or
her  lead  and encourage verba l i zat ions  through eye  contact
and l i s ten ing .
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Upcoming Events

Join us for coffee, tea, and
conversation! 

November's topic will be
transitions, particularly

the home-to-school/
home-to-childcare

transition.  
Registration is required as

space is limited! 
Childcare available

Parent Cafe
November 6th

Gingerbread STEAM
Workshop

Date and Location TBA
Join us for messy gingerbread-related STEAM

activities in December!
We will be exploring gingerbread playdough, making

cinnamon ornaments, and decorating gingerbread
cookies.

Registration will be required as space is limited! 
 Watch for the flyer COMING SOON!



For information on upcoming events, please
like our Facebook page at 

South County Community Partnership!

South County Community Partnership,
offers the Ages & Stages Questionnaire to
parents at any time throughout the year!   

The Ages & Stages Questionnaire®,
(ASQ®-3) pinpoints developmental

progress in children between the ages of
one month to 5 ½ years. 

 
Please visit 

https://www.asqonline.com/family/34b3c1
for access to either the ASQ-3 or the ASQ-
SE.  Families are welcome to complete

both questionnaires if desired.

Ages & Stages:  
 

interested in more information
on your child's development?



South  County  Communi t y  P a r tner sh i p
SCCP is funded by the Coordinated Family & Community

Engagement (CFCE) grant from the Massachusetts Department of

Early Education & Care (EEC)

South County Community Partnership @sccp_oxford

www.sccpartnership.wixsite.com/mysite   *    acelona@oxps.org

http://www.sccpartnership.wixsite.com/mysite

